
NORM RANTANEN 
October 13, 1942 – March 22, 2025

The door has closed



The Beginnings

Camping, fishing

1960 Graduate of 
Shadle Park High School

Marlene/Norm

Norm & Frisky



1960 WSU Student, 
1963 WSU College 

of Veterinary Medicine 

Norm - MC, wrote and co-produced Jr. Review

Judo team



Marriage & School 1965
Norm -2 More years at WSU Vet School

1967 DVM degree1965 Wedding

Finn

Finished Calif test

Home



1967-1969 Washington DC
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 

at Walter Reed Army Medical Center & ‘Baby Matt’



1969-71 Back to Pullman
WSU Veterinary College for Masters Degree, 

‘Baby’ Gordy and Lasting Friendships

Barrie

Ron

JackNorm



Brother Ray PhD & 
Norm Masters Degree1971



1971
Norm assigned to Viet Nam

Saigon



VIETNAM 1971-72





1972-1975
Assigned to Wiesbaden Germany 

with family in tow

Wiesbaden Hospital Veterinary Clinic

Working Dogs



Germany 1972-1975
Home



Assigned to Lackland AFB
San Antonio, TX 1975-1976

USAF Sentry Dog Hospital

Left the USAF (after 9 years,1 month, 25 days)

Visit to Ray’s on the way 
to PullmanSan Antonio

Working dog



1976 Pullman, WA and
WSU Veterinary School Faculty

Pullman farm/home

Pepper

We do not miss this!



WSU Veterinary School 1976-1983
in the Radiology Department

Along with lasting friends



Developing Ultrasound at WSU



Move to Lexington, KY 1983-1991

Northridge Farm Ashford Stud FarmGood fishing



Lexington

Scanning John Henry

Northern Dancer



Lexington

Matt Gordy

Houseboat

Family Home



SHALL WE MOVE TO CALIFORNIA?
1990



Keenland Sales
Work and Play with the Troops



Move to California Dec. 1991

San Luis Rey 
Equine

At San Luis Rey
Publishing



Fallbrook & Bonsall Area

Brookside Farm Horse Show
Barbecues at 
San Luis Rey 



Dubai Equine Hospital Build

Consulting on Imaging Equipment for the new Hospital



Dubai International 
Equine Symposiums 1996, 1997



Dubai International 
Equine Symposiums 1996, 1997

Norm - Program Chairman 



Dubai Equine Symposiums
Desert Parties



Some of the ‘Play’



2003
AAEP DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR AWARD



2011
WSU College of Veterinary Medicine 

Distinguished Alumnus



Fallbrook Home and Family

Taylor/Graham

Kramer



California Equine Orthopedics
Twin Oaks Valley Farm



Travel for Work and Pleasure



Ultrasound
Horses, Orcas and Elephants!



SAN DIEGO ZOO SAFARI PARK
ENDANGERED RHINO WORK



Travelin’
In the RV and to Europe & Asia



Time Spent With Friends & Family



To Lexington for Seattle Slew



Cigar
Seattle Slew 
with Taylors



Learning More About Art
Norm’s ArtNorm’s Studio

Matt’s

Gordy’s Sarah’s



More Fine Friends & Family



A Grand Tour Cruise with Friends 2014



2014 International Meeting in 
Munich 

& Visit with Friends



AAEP Meeting Denver 2019

Seeing Old Friends



Fallbrook Home
Married 59 Years



Things to Do
Bowls to Make and Olives to Fix

 

Matt’s Olive Trees



And Play!



Family Time



Norm enjoyed his Studio, RV and Some Fishing

Winnebago Fuse



Some Travel



More Travel



Retirement 2020
Doing our own thing
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